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but permitted those who continued in the true faith to live in chastity and penitence, either with or without vows. There still subsist many communities of Beguines in Flanders.
BELLS . On the origin of Church Bells, Mr. Whittaker, in his History of Manchester, observes, that bells being used among other purposes, by the Romans to signify the times of bathing, were naturally applied by the Christians of Italy to denote the hours of devotion, and summon the people to church. The first application to this purpose, is by Polydore Virgil, and others, ascribed to Paulinus, Bishop of Nola, a city of Campania, about the year 400. Hence, it is said, the names nolce and campance were given them; the one referring to the city, the other to the country. Though others say they took the latter of these names, not from their being invented in Campania, but because it was here the manner of hanging and balancing them, now in use, was first practised ; at least that they were hung on the model of a sort of balance invented or used in Campania. In Britain, bells were used in churches before the conclusion of the seventh century, in the monastic societies of Northumbria, and as early as the sixth even, in those of Caledonia. And they were therefore used from the first erection of parish churches among us. Those of France and England appear to have been furnished with several bells. In the time of Clothair II. King of France, A. D. 610, the army of that king was frightened from the Siege of Sens, by ringing the bells of St. Stephen's Church. The second excerption of Egbert, about A. D. 750, which is adopted in a French Capitulary of 801, commands every priest, at the proper hours, to sound the bells of his chure.1}, and then to go through the sacred offices to GOD. And the council of Euhani, in 1011, requires all the mulcts for sins to be expended in the reparation of the church, clothing and feeding the minister of GOD, and the purchase of church vestments, church books, and church bells. These were sometimes composed of iron in France ; and in England, as formerly at Rome, were frequently made of brass. And as early as the ninth century, there were many cast of a large size and deep note. Ingulphus mentions, that TurketuluSj Abbot of Croyland, who died about A,D.